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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
11.8. ARNY CORPE OF ENGINEERS
441 G STREET NN
WASHINGTON, 0.C, 203141000

CEMP-CR NV 03 2009

Mr, Tom Gow

Bureau of Land Management
Rig Puerco Field Manager
435 Montano NE
Albuquerque, NM B7{25

Dear Mr. Gow:

In 1988, the Base Realignment and Closure Commussion authonized the closure of Fort
Wingate, Subsequently, 2 Notice of Intent (NOI} to Relinquish wag submitted 0 the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) on March 13, 1990, A second NOi was submitted on 28 June 1995,
and an amended notice was submitted on January 26, 2007 (encl 1). The amendrnent, which
superseded the 1995 NOY, included parcels 4B, 38, 8, and 25, However, these parcels required
environmessal remediation and were nol constdered suitable for return to the public domain at
that time. Environments! restoration of the parceis hag now been completed and it is our intent
that parcels 48, 5B, 8 and 25 be returned to the public domain. A copy of the Record of
Environmenta! Consideration is gnclosed {encl ).

On December 11, 2008, requests were submitted to the New Mexice Environmental
Depariment (NMED?} to remove parcels 4B, 5B, 8 and 25 from the RCRA Permit; on January 6,
2009, NMED approved removal of parcel 25 from the RCRA Permit; amd on March 16, 2009,
NMFED approved the removal of parcels 48, 5B and B {encl 2).

{On March 23, 2007, Assistant Department of Interior (DOI) Secretary Weimer, assigned
the lead responsibility for the Department of Interior’s (DOF s) coordination on transfer of lands
from the Army 0 the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) (sncl 4). This responsibility inchuded
preparing the Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) associated with acceptance of the lands
from the Army. The lead responsibitity for the preparation of the public land order for the
transfer from the Army 1o DOT remained assigned to the BLM.  We would appreciate
coordination between BLM and BIA for the preparation of the ESA and public land order (0
complete the transter of property from the Army to DOL.

t should be noted that the Army continues to own parcels of land at Fort Wingate
adjacent to parcels 4B, 5B, 8 and 25. The Army parcels are permitted to the Ballistic Missiie
Defense Organization (RMDO) for use through May of 2010, Requirements {cr easements and
rights of way for these parcels are addressed ina Mcmeraz:fium of Understanding (MOU)
hetween the Army and Batlistic Missile Defense Organization (BMDO) dated Marcl} 12, 1999
(encl 6} and 3 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Diepartment of Interior and
BMDO dated June 13, 2000 {encl 7} ‘
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of these parcels to the public domain as soon as

We want to complete the taansfer
and order, please sign the enclosed DD Form 1334

possibie. Upon publication of the public
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{enc) 53 and retum it {0 this office for our records. The point of contact for this action is Ms.

Mary J. Beck, (202) 761-5172.
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Mr. Rob Baracker

BIA Southwest Regional Direstor
PO Box 2657

Afbuquerque, NM 87125

Mr. Omar Bradiey
Navajo Regional Direclor
PO Box (050

Gallup, NM 87303

Sincerely,

SCOTT L WHITEFORD
Irrector of Real Estate
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