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 CUBERO —   Headstones have been overturned, buildings 
covering graves have been smashed, but a small part of Civil 
War history is preserved in a deep sleep in the “old cemetery” 

in Cubero. A new one was built around 1915.
Betty DeSoto, a member of the Cibola County Historical Society, 

pointed out graves during a July 2016 tour. The skewed headstones 
of Justo Sabedra and Antonio J. Sabedra from Company D, 2nd New 
Mexico Infantry, lean against each other in eternal support. 

Near them is a weathered brown stone with the partially faded 
name of Sgt. Samuel H. Kenney. At the foot of the grave, a modern 
marble marker celebrates the lives of Kenney, Pvt. E. Thetford and 
Pvt. George C. Carruthers of the Confederate States of America, 
Company A, 7th Texas Mounted Volunteers, who died in the 1860s 
in Cubero. 

The marker was placed by the New Mexico Division of the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans. 

“When they dedicated this, there were 23 Sons of the Confeder-
acy re-enactors that came out here. They were all dressed in period 
dress. It was so cool – and probably three-fourths of the town had no 
clue what was going on,” DeSoto said. For that story, she referred to 
Dick Cochran, the Civil War “guru.”

Cochran, of Grants, a member of the historical society and a Civil 
War re-enactor, gave a brief history Sunday of how Confederate 
soldiers came to be buried in Cubero.

New Mexico invasion
“During the war of northern aggression, a large number of Federal 

Union  of  cers decided to leave the U.S. Army and oin the Confed-
erates. One of them was General Henry Hopkins Sibley,” Cochran 
said. “He left the Army and as the war started, he came up with an 
idea and a plan of raising his own brigade and invading New Mexico.

“He sold the Confederate high command on the idea of raising an 
army and going north to New Mexico and into Colorado, with the 
idea of cutting communications across the United States between the 
eastern U.S. and California. Another ma or thing was to try to capture 
the gold  elds in Colorado, for the purpose, obviously, of gaining 
control of those, cutting off the supply of gold to the Union, and 
enriching the Confederate coffers,” Cochran said.

Sibley put an army together and started marching north in late fall 
1861 from San Antonio, Texas. 

“It was somewhat different from the Federal army, in that every-
one was responsible for their own horses, their own weapons, their 
own uniforms,” Cochran said. “You can forget the picture of the 
gray-clad troops all in a line sort of thing. Everybody was in civilian 
uniform.” Although some had ri  es, the preferred weapon was a 
shotgun.

They met the Federal troops at Fort Craig, about 30 miles south 
of Socorro on the Rio Grande River, where the Confederates won 
the day at the Battle of Val Verde, capturing all the Federal cannons, 
Cochran said. Marching on, they engaged in the Battle of Glorietta 
ust past Santa Fe.

Finis Cavanaugh of Cubero, a Confederate sympathizer who 
worked as a medical doctor in Santa Fe, was very much a “wheel-
er-dealer and man about town,” Cochran said. “He had the post 
sutlery at Cubero as well as what is now Fort Wingate,” where he 
provided supplies to the soldiers, largely hay grown around Cubero 
and San Fidel.

Although Cubero wasn’t an actual camp, a small group of soldiers 
was located there, Cochran said.

“Cavanaugh and several others got wind that Sibley was com-
ing up the Rio Grande, so he decides that he’s going to take over 
the post,” Cochran said. He gave the captain 10 minutes to decide 
whether he was going to resist or surrender peacefully. When the cap-
tain didn’t respond, Cavanaugh – aided by George Gardenhier, R.T. 
Thompson, and Richmond Gillespie – took over the post.

Aid from sympathizers
Immediately after the takeover, Cavanaugh sent Gillespie on 

horseback to Albuquerque to meet Sibley’s men and let them know 
about their cache of weapons in Cubero.

“There were approximately 20-25 wagonloads of military sup-
plies there at Cubero that they were taking to Fort Wingate and Fort 
De  ance, along with 60 guns and 3,000 rounds of ammunition which 
the Confederates had captured,” Cochran said. “That was a real 
windfall for them.”

While Gillespie and Sibley’s Confederate troops were simulta-
neously approaching Albuquerque, the Federals were busy piling up 
their supplies in what is now Old Town Plaza, where they tried to 
burn them before the Confederates arrived. In Albuquerque, Gillespie 
met the Confederate commander, who immediately sent a company 
of 25 men to Cubero to secure the supplies, Cochran said. 

“One of the comments was that Cavanaugh met them over at 
Cubero and opened up the store to the Confederate soldiers – who 
had come up all the way from San Antonio – and gave them clothes 
and fed them. The Confederates stayed there in Cubero for one full 
month,” he said. 

Three of the soldiers died of “pleurisy,” or what Cochran believes 
was pneumonia, during that month. “That’s why we have some Con-
federate graves in Cubero. There was never any battle or anything 
like that. They were called back and they had to leave several of their 
men there at Cubero because they were ust too sick to travel.” 

Cochran said one of his re-enactor friends found the grave marker 
for Sgt. Kenney around 1990 or so. “The problem that we have here 
is we know Kenney was the second one to die. Thetford died on 
March 21, Kenney died  ve days later on the 26th, and Carruthers 
died on April 5, nine days later. So essentially, it was ust one, two, 
three,” he said. 

“So we are assuming – with all the problems assuming brings – 
that where Kenney’s marker is, that they are buried on either side of 
him. But we don’t know that or have anything to base that on other 
than ust our feelings on that,” he said.

There has been no attempt to  nd the deceased soldiers’ relatives 
in Texas. 

 A.M.
9:29  Death,, 208 E. Aztec
10:51  Larceny, 1650 Maloney
11:54  Assault, 207 W. Hill
11:00  Child abuse, 451 Boardman
11:47  Domestic, 1105 E. Aztec
11:48  Accident, 1120 E. 66

P.M.
12:05  Larceny, 990 U.S. 491
12:28  Narcotics, 2510 E. 66
1:06  Domestic, 988 N. 9th
1:15  Domestic, 111 N. 3rd
1:32  Accident, Maloney/U.S. 491
1:37  Domestic, 2001 E. Aztec
1:39  Burglary, 107 W. Wilson
2:16  Weapon, 650 Vandenbosch
2:34  Assault, 1310 E. 66
2:52  Narcotics, 206 Marcy
3:28  Prop. damage, 201 E. 66
4:23  Domestic, 1200 W. Jefferson
4:26  Weapon 1012 W. Wilson
5:46  Assault, 701 U.S. 491
6:15  Larceny, 3010 E. 66
6:18  Domestic, 830 E. Wilson
6:30  Larceny, 407 W. 66
6:57  Larceny, 115 W. Hill
7:38  Att. burglary, 208 George
7:53  Accident, 2410 E. 66
8:25  Burglary, 3900 E. 66
8:50  Larceny, 836 U.S. 491
10:11  Domestic, 1504 Gold
10:36  Domestic, Jay/Dairy
10:39  Larceny, 3798 E. 66
10:54  Larceny, 701 U.S. 491
11:22  Domestic, 650 Dani

On June 18, there was a total 
of 37 Drunken Persons reports 

and 58 Other reports. 

Police
call log

 June 18 

    Aug. 9
GALLUP — These are 

the police activity logs re-
leased Wednesday by the 
McKinley County Sheriff’s 
Of  ce and the Gallup Po-
lice Department for reports 
turned in between 4 a.m. 
Aug. 8 and 4 a.m. Aug. 9. The 
McKinley County Sheriff’s 
Of  ce released no reports.

Gallup Police 
Department

 Brennan Chee, 18, of 
Tohatchi, was arrested on a 
bench warrant out of Gal-
lup Magistrate Court.

 Arthur Chavaria, 41, 
of Gallup, was arrested 
on a magistrate court 
bench warrant after he 
was reported to have been 
belligerent and yelling in a 
Gallup backyard.

 Brandon Lee Charlie, 
22, of Gallup, was picked 
up on a district court bench 
warrant after an inves-
tigation into a domestic 
dispute.

 Shene Pete, 26, of Gal-
lup, was arrested on a mag-
istrate court bench warrant 
after police responded to a 
report of a man chasing a 
woman.

 Andrew B. Jones, 47, 
address unknown, was ar-
rested after he approached 
a police of  cer and told 
him he may have an out-
standing warrant.

 Joe Chadwick Terill, 
38, of Ganado, Arizona, 
was arrested after he was 
picked up and taken to Gal-
lup detox center where they 
learned he had 11 active 
bench warrants out for his 
arrest.

 Ricky L. Mann, 25, 
of Red Rock, was arrested 
for having a Municipal 
Court bench warrant after 
he was stopped for a traf  c 
violation. 

 Law 
enforcement 

report 

 Cubero man 
pleads guilty 
to meth  trafficking

 ALBUQUERQUE — 
  Ben amin F. Chavez, 55, 
of Cubero, pleaded guilty 
to methamphetamine 
trafficking in federal 
court Wednesday.

Chavez’s plea agree-
ment recommends a sen-
tence of up to 87 months 
in prison followed by 
four years of supervised 
release. Chavez also will 
be required to forfeit five 
firearms and $1,600.

Chavez was arrest-
ed Feb. 22, 2016, on an 
indictment charging him 
with distributing meth in 
Cibola County. During 
Wednesday’s proceed-
ings, Chavez admitted 
that he distributed ap-
proximately 55.74 grams 
of pure meth to an under-
cover law enforcement 
agent April 21, 2015. 
Chavez remains in custo-
dy pending a sentencing 
hearing, which has yet to 
be scheduled.

The case was investi-
gated by Homeland Se-
curity Investigations and 
is being prosecuted by 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Alexander M. Uballez.

— Kathy Helms, Cibola Bureau 

  Airport closing 
for runway 
construction 

 GRANTS —   The 
Grants-Milan Municipal 
Airport will be closed for 
90 days, beginning Aug. 
28, because of runway 
construction.

Mountain States 
Construction was award-
ed a bid Monday by the 
Grants City Council in the 
amount of $3.73 million 
for reconstruction of the 
7,171-foot runway. The 
pro ect also includes 
installation of a medium 
intensity lighting system 
and precision approach 
path indicators.

Nearby airports that 
can be used during the 
closure include Gal-
lup Municipal Airport, 
Crownpoint Airport and 
Double Eagle II Airport.

Information: Ray Jen-
kins, airport manager, 

505-287-0724

— Kathy Helms, Cibola Bureau 

  View Perseid 
meteor shower 
at Aztec Ruins 

 AZTEC —   Aztec Ruins 
National Monument will 
host a “shooting star 
party” Friday during the 
Perseid meteor shower. 
There will be a variety of 
activities for this late-
night event, which is open 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. Meteor rates 
are difficult to forecast, 
meteor rates of 40-50/
hour are expected with 
some fireballs possible as 
well. 

This free event is fam-
ily friendly, and visitors 
are welcome to bring 
whatever will be com-
fortable for them while 
watching the night sky. 
This could be a sleep-
ing bag, camping mat, 
or your favorite blanket 
and pillow. Jackets and a 
 ashlight are de  nitely 

recommended. Photogra-
phy is welcome as well. 
Aztec Ruins is located on 
Ruins Road in Aztec. 

For anyone viewing 
this shower from home, 
the peak in meteor activ-
ity should occur after 11 
p.m.

— Independent staff  

Off 
the Beaten 
Path

 A piece of Civil War history lies in Cubero cemetery 

 Kathy Helms/Independent 

 This plaque marks the graves of Texas CSA volun-
teers Pvt. E. Thetford, Sgt. Samuel H. Kenney and Pvt. 
George C. Carruthers in the “old cemetery” in Cubero. 
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 Two headstones of New 
Mexico soldiers from the 
2nd Infantry rest against 
each other at a cemetery 
between Budville and Cu-
bero. 

 

    If you go
 Take Interstate Highway 40 east to Exit 104.
 Turn left onto N.M. Highway 124, heading toward 

Budville. Watch for the Budville Trading Co. sign on 
the left.

 Just a few feet away, turn right onto N.M. High-

 Turn right and travel less than 1 mile. The ceme-

in front. 

 Civil War history is 
preserved in a deep 

sleep in the “old 
cemetery” in Cubero. 


