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April 30, 2026 
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BRAC Directorate, Room 5C140 
110 Army Pentagon 
Washington, DC  20310-0110      
 
 
RE:  APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS  

GROUNDWATER PERIODIC MONITORING REPORT 
JANUARY THROUGH JUNE 2025  
FORT WINGATE DEPOT ACTIVITY 
MCKINLEY COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 
EPA ID# NM6213820974 
HWB-FWDA-25-011 

 
Dear Mr. Cushman: 
 
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of the Fort Wingate Depot 
Activity (Permittee) Groundwater Periodic Monitoring Report January through June 2025 
(Report), dated November 2025. NMED has reviewed the Report and hereby issues this 
Approval with Modifications with the following comments.  
   
COMMENTS 

1. Section 2.1, Groundwater Level Measurements, page 19, lines 18-23 
 
Permittee Statement: “During the January and April gauging events, DTW measurements 
were attempted at alluvial monitoring well SMW01, however vegetation inside the well 
casing prevented measurement of DTW. During the April gauging event, DTW 
measurements were attempted at alluvial monitoring well BGMW01, however vegetation 
roots inside the well casing prevented measurement of DTW. The field team attempted to 
remove the obstructions, but were not successful.”  
 
NMED Comment: If the obstruction of wells SMW01 and BGMW01 cannot be resolved, the 
wells must appropriately be plugged and replacement wells must be installed. Explain the 
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approach/ideas how to resolve the obstruction or propose to plug the wells and install 
replacement wells for SMW01 and BGMW01 in the Report. Provide replacement pages of 
the Report accordingly.     
 

2. Section 2.1, Groundwater Level Measurements, page 19, lines 30-32 
 
Permittee Statement: “The portions of the water level meter and tape that contacted the 
groundwater or the monitoring well interior casing were decontaminated immediately after 
each use by washing with laboratory-grade anionic detergent solution and rinsing with 
deionized water.”  
 
NMED Comment: Some detergents contain PFAS for their water-repellent properties. 
Ensure that the selected detergent does not contain any PFAS. Acknowledge this provision 
in the response letter. 
 

3. Section 4.1.2, Northern Area Bedrock Groundwater System, page 23, lines 37-38 
 
Permittee Statement: “The bedrock aquifer in the Northern Area comprises two or three 
water-bearing sandstone units within the Painted Desert Member of the Petrified Forest 
Formation.” 

NMED Comment: The bedrock aquifer may only comprise one or two water-bearing 
sandstone units rather than two or three water-bearing sandstone units. Well TMW02 was 
initially thought to be installed in the shallow bedrock aquifer (i.e., first water-bearing 
sandstone unit); however, the well was later found to be installed in the alluvial aquifer. 
State which bedrock wells were advanced in the referenced first or second water-bearing 
unit and discuss the distinction of the characteristics in each unit. The third water-bearing 
zone presumed to be present at well BGMW08 needs no discussion as has already been 
explained. Revise the statement for accuracy, as appropriate, or provide additional 
discussion to clarify the statement in the Report. Provide replacement pages of the Report 
accordingly.  
 

4. Section 6.0, Summary, Groundwater Analytical Findings, page 33, lines 40-42 
 
Permittee Statement: “The explosives compound RDX is the primary explosives compound 
of interest. This compound is consistently detected at concentrations above groundwater 
SLs in the Workshop Area and eastern Administration Area.”  
 
NMED Comment: Although significant amount of the contaminated soil was excavated from 
the TNT Leaching Beds in 2019, the RDX concentrations in the groundwater samples 
collected from the pertinent wells still remain and the contamination has not naturally been 
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attenuating. The plume appears to be stable and its extent is well-delineated. NMED 
recommends submission of a Corrective Measures Study Work Plan (e.g., pilot testing) to 
reduce/eliminate the alluvial RDX plume in accordance with the Permit Section 
VII.I.1/Permit Attachment 5. Provide a response to the recommendation in the response 
letter.  

The Permittee must address all comments above and submit a response letter and replacement 
pages of the Report to NMED no later than July 24, 2026.   
 
This approval is based on the information presented in the document as it relates to the 
objectives of the work identified by NMED at the time of review. Approval of this document 
does not constitute agreement with all information or every statement presented in the 
document. 
 
Should you have any questions, please contact Michiya Suzuki of my staff at (505) 690-6930. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
JohnDavid Nance 
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau  
 
cc:         N. Dhawan, NMED HWB 
             M. Suzuki, NMED HWB 
             L. King, EPA Region 6 (6LCRRC) 
              S. Begay-Platero, Navajo Nation 
              A. Kucate, Pueblo of Zuni 

M. Bowekaty, Pueblo of Zuni 
             D. Hickman, Southwest Region BIA 
             G. Padilla, Navajo BIA 
             R. White, BIA 
             C. Esler, Sundance Consulting, Inc. 
 C. Frischkorn, BRAC 
             A. Soicher, USACE 
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