MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM JAMES C. KENNEY
GOVERNOR CABINET SECRETARY

Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested
October 07, 2024

George H. Cushman

Headquarters, Department of the Army
Office of the DCS, G-9

Army Environmental Office, Room 5C140
600 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0600

RE: APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS
GROUNDWATER PERIODIC MONITORING REPORT
JULY THROUGH DECEMBER 2022 REVISION 1
FORT WINGATE DEPOT ACTIVITY
MCKINLEY COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
EPA ID# NM6213820974
HWB-FWDA-23-008

Dear Mr. Cushman:

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of the Fort Wingate Depot
Activity (Permittee) Groundwater Periodic Monitoring Report July through December 2022
Revision 1 (Report), dated May 2024. NMED has reviewed the Report and hereby issues this
Approval with Modifications with the following comments.

COMMENTS

1. Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Disapproval Comment 3, dated April 4, 2024

Permittee Statement: “Per email correspondence with Michiya Suzuki on June 20, 2024,
the Army will gather additional information on previous launch activities at Fort Wingate
and will submit to NMED under separate cover.”

NMED Comment: The requested information per the June 20, 2024 email correspondence
must be submitted to NMED no later than June 20, 2025. No revision to the Report is
required.

2. Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Disapproval Comment 4, Item Il, dated April 4, 2024

Permittee Statement: “Well TMWO02 is less than 30 feet away from well TMW40S, targets
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the alluvial groundwater unit, and has a deeper screened interval than TMW40S. The Army
therefore requests that NMED consider well TMWO0?2 as satisfying the need for a deeper
alluvial well in the vicinity of TMWA40S, as described in the comment.”

NMED Comment: NMED finds that the Permittee’s request to utilize monitoring well
TMWO2 as a replacement for well TMWA40S is acceptable. No response is required.

3. Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Disapproval Comment 9, dated April 4, 2024

Permittee Statement: “Direct analysis for TDS concentrations is for further precision. Based
on the range of specific conductance values measured, wells at the Site may exceed the
USEPA secondary MCL for TDS of 500 mg/L (USEPA, 2021).”

NMED Comment: The concentrations of total dissolved solids (TDS) are not analyzed for the
groundwater samples collected at the Facility. Propose to include TDS analysis for
groundwater samples collected from selected wells where elevated specific conductance
value readings are observed in the upcoming Groundwater Monitoring Plan or provide a
justification for why direct TDS analysis is not required at the Facility in the response letter.

The Permittee must address all comments in this Approval with Modifications and submit a
response letter and replacement pages no later than December 31, 2024. In addition, the
information required by Comment 1 above must be submitted to NMED no later than June 20,
2025.

This approval is based on the information presented in the document as it relates to the
objectives of the work identified by NMED at the time of review. Approval of this document
does not constitute agreement with all information or every statement presented in the
document.

Should you have any questions, please contact Michiya Suzuki of my staff at (505) 690-6930.

Sincerely,
H Digitally signed by JohnDavid Nance
JohnDavid Nance p;e’ 01007 099936 0500

JohnDavid Nance
Chief
Hazardous Waste Bureau

cc: N. Dhawan, NMED HWB
L. Tsinnajinnie, NMED HWB
M. Suzuki, NMED HWB
L. King, EPA Region 6 (6LCRRC)
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S. Begay-Platero, Navajo Nation
A. Kucate, Pueblo of Zuni

M. Bowekaty, Pueblo of Zuni

D. Hickman, Southwest Region BIA
G. Padilla, Navajo BIA

J. Wilson, BIA

R. White, BIA

C. Esler, Sundance Consulting, Inc.
C. Frischkorn, BRAC

A. Soicher, USACE

FWDA 2024 and Reading
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