MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM JAMES C. KENNEY
GOVERNOR CABINET SECRETARY

Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

August 12, 2024

George H. Cushman

Headquarters, Department of the Army
Office of the DCS, G-9

Army Environmental Office, Room 5C140
600 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0600

RE: FINAL NORTHERN AREA GROUNDWATER RCRA FACILITY INVESTIGATION REPORT
REVISION 3 RESPONSE TO APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS
FORT WINGATE DEPOT ACTIVITY
MCKINLEY COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
EPA ID# NM6213820974
HWB-FWDA-21-004

Dear Mr. Cushman:

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of the Fort Wingate Depot
Activity (Permittee) Final Northern Area Groundwater RCRA Facility Investigation Report,
Revision 3 Response to Approval with Modifications (Response), dated December 20, 2023.
NMED has reviewed the Response and hereby issues this letter with the following comments.

COMMENTS

1. Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Approval with Modifications Comment 1, dated October
19, 2023

Permittee Statement: “The Army submitted an extension request for the Phase 2
Groundwater RFI Work Plan on December 7, 2023.”

NMED Comment: NMED received the Northern Area Groundwater Phase 2 Supplemental

RCRA Facility Investigation Work Plan on March 18, 2024, and accepted the submittal for

review. The fee assessment letter was sent to the Permittee on May 1, 2024. NMED notes
the discrepancy in submittal dates. No response is required.
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2. Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Approval with Modifications Comment 5, dated October
19, 2023

Permittee Statement: “An extension request for submittal of the Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFI
Work Plan was submitted on December 7, 2023.”

NMED Comment: NMED received the Final Phase 2 RCRA Facility Investigation Work Plan
Parcel 22 (Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFI Work Plan) on May 1, 2024. The Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFI Work
Plan was initially required by NMED’s May 10, 2018 Disapproval Final RCRA Facility
Investigation Report Parcel 22 Revision 2 (May 10, 2018 Disapproval) and the submittal due
date for the Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFI Work Plan was indicated as February 15, 2019 in the May
10, 2018 Disapproval. The Permittee submitted the Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFI Work Plan for
NMED’s review after more than 5 years later than the original due date.

Regardless, NMED accepts the Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFl Work Plan and acknowledges that the
investigation regarding the extent of perchlorate contamination in the vicinity of the
Building 528 complex was included in the Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFl Work Plan. The Permittee is
reminded that the primary objective of the Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFI Work Plan was to address
the data gap identified in the May 10, 2018 Disapproval. This comment also applies to the
Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Approval with Modifications Comment 6 regarding the
inclusion of potential hexavalent chromium contamination investigation near well TMW57
in the Parcel 22 Phase 2 RFlI Work Plan. No response is required.

3. Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Approval with Modifications Comment 9, dated October
19, 2023

Permittee Statement: “The Army proposed to include further investigation of the soil vapor
plume in the upcoming submittal of a Work Plan. An extension request for submittal of the
Soil Vapor Plume Work Plan was submitted on December 7, 2023. The Army did not include
the study of vapor intrusion into buildings slated for demolition, per the NMED approval
letter of March 27, 2023.”

NMED Comment: NMED has received the Final Administration Area Soil Vapor Investigation
Work Plan on March 19, 2024, and accepted the submittal for review. The fee assessment
letter was sent to the Permittee on May 1, 2024. NMED notes the discrepancy in submittal
dates. No response is required.

4. Permittee’s Response to NMED’s Approval with Modifications Comment 10, dated
October 19, 2023

Permittee Statement: “The Army proposed to include further investigation of the sewer
lines in the upcoming submittal of a Work Plan. An extension request for submittal of the
Sewer Line Investigation Work Plan was submitted on December 7, 2023.”
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NMED Comment: NMED has received the Final Work Plan Northern Area Sewer Line
Investigation on March 19, 2024, and accepted the submittal for review. The fee
assessment letter was sent to the Permittee on May 1, 2024. NMED notes the discrepancy
in submittal dates. No response is required.

Should you have any questions, please contact Michiya Suzuki of my staff at (505) 690-6930.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by JohnDavid

JohnDavid Nance Nance
Date: 2024.08.12 08:41:28 -06'00'

JohnDavid Nance
Chief
Hazardous Waste Bureau

cc: N. Dhawan, NMED HWB
L. Tsinnajinnie, NMED HWB
M. Suzuki, NMED HWB
L. King, EPA Region 6 (6LCRRC)
S. Begay-Platero, Navajo Nation
K. Noble, Pueblo of Zuni
D. Hickman, Southwest Region BIA
G. Padilla, Navajo BIA
J. Wilson, BIA
R. White, BIA
C. Esler, Sundance Consulting, Inc.
C. Frischkorn, BRAC
A. Soicher, USACE
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